
BY DR. MELANIE J.  
OPPOR

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

The School District of Manawa 
has been monitoring district 
success based on measures in four 
categories: 

• Learning.
•  Safe and Orderly  

Environment.
• Operation Efficiencies.
• Engagement and Satisfaction.
These districtwide goals are called the 

Key Performance Indicators. Annually new 
information becomes available in each of the 
four areas. In learning, information such as 
state and federally mandated testing along with 
local assessments guides school personnel and 
the Board of Education to examine the current 
goals and revise them if needed.

Testing results in English language arts and 
mathematics indicate that it is time to update 
goals in these areas. Additionally, social studies, 
and technology are complementary areas 
of study that need a refresh. The academic 
goal plan being recommended for Board of 
Education consideration includes:

• Mathematics Materials Adoption: 
Implement new mathematics materials 4K-12 
to increase student achievement.

• District Literacy Plan: Consistently include 
phonics instruction 4K-2 and implement 
interactive read alouds in 4K-5 to increase 
student achievement.

• District Technology Plan: 
Consistently implement the 
International Society for 
Technology in Education (ISTE) 
student standards across all grade 
levels to prepare students to live 
and learn in a technology-rich 
world.

• Secondary Social Studies 
Materials Adoption: Implement 
new social studies materials for 

grades 6-12 to increase student achievement.
The next step in the process includes adding 

some detail to these large goals to include how 
success in each area will be measured. A visual 
timeline will be created to show how all the 
parts of the plan will fall into place. The parts 
of the plan include budgeting, purchasing, 
professional development, instructional 
coaching and other supports.

Most importantly, goal teams of teacher 
stakeholders will work together on ensuring the 
goals are accomplished. In upcoming Board of 
Education meetings, more information will be 

shared leading up to the Board’s official adoption 
of the revised Key Performance Indicators.

In the words of Earl Nightingale, “People 
with goals succeed because they know where 
they are going.”

The School District of Manawa sets ambitious 
goals and strives for excellence on behalf of all 
district students.

March 18, 2021

Focusing On Activities In The School District of Manawa

GO WOLVES! GO WOLVES! GO WOLVES! GO WOLVES!

this this 

issueissue

Counselor  
Corner
PG. 2

Wrestlers 
Stand Out at 
State & State 
Assessment  
PG 3

Wolf News 
Report
PG. 6

Choral Music  
and Theater
PG. 7

Term 2  
Honor Roll 
PG. 8

NONPROF ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
SHAWANO, WI

PERMIT NO. 140

POSTAL CUSTOMER

SDM Academic Goal Plan

Elementary School students Chloe Dain 
and Jayla Williamson use reward tickets 
to tape Principal Danielle Brauer to the 
wall.

Planning Puts District on Firm Financial Ground
BY CARMEN O’BRIEN

BUSINESS MANAGER

The Manawa Board of 
Education began to plan for a 
referendum in 2017.

This referendum was only part 
of a greater plan to reach financial 
stability for the School District 
of Manawa. In renovating our 
schools, many maintenance issues 
were addressed. This, in turn, allowed money 
that was once earmarked to do buildings and 
grounds repairs can be reallocated to meet the 
educational needs of students.

Also in 2017, the School District of Manawa 
started a long-term capital improvement fund. 
This fund allows money to be saved for future 
maintenance projects without affecting the 
amount of state aid the district receives.

Currently, $50,000 per year is budgeted to this 
fund. This will be used for future maintenance 

and ensures that our buildings can 
be sustained.

The Board of Education is 
continually looking to the future 
and adjusting the budget as the 
demographics of our community 
change. The SDM has declining 
enrollment of students. Fewer 
students equates to less funding.

Knowing this several years in 
advance, the district can adjust 

staff using attrition and notify personnel when 
their jobs may be changing or eliminated one to 
two years in advance. Though it is difficult, this 
process gives people as much time as possible to 
make necessary personal adjustments.

The Board of Education has made this type 
of planning a part of their decision-making 
process.  Because of this, the district has not 
had to short-term borrow over the past two 
school years.  Financially, the School District of 
Manawa is on firm financial ground. 
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Little Wolf High School, Manawa  
Middle School Welcomes You!  
New ADA Accessible Entrances

BY DAN 
WOLFGRAM

MMS, LWHS PRINCIPAL

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many district 
residents have yet to experience some of the new 
entrances at Little Wolf High School and Manawa 
Middle School.

The referendum that voters passed last year 
provided for much-needed upgrades in ADA 
accessible entrances for individuals with mobility 
concerns.

The school now features several ADA accessible 
entrances. The front of the school is equipped with 
designated parking stalls and a ramp that leads 
from the southeast corner of the front parking lot, 
along the front facade of the building to the main 
entrance.

The Fitness Center entrance at Door H5 
allows for ADA access with a gradual ramp to the 
vestibule. Once inside the Fitness Center entrance, 
an elevator has been installed to provide access 
to the main floor of the building, which includes 
the newly renovated commons/stage areas, the 
gymnasium, and classrooms.

ADA accessible electronic doors are available at 
the main and Fitness Center entrances.

On Feb. 22, the Manawa Board of Education 
approved additional parking lot and paving 
upgrades for the west parking lot that will further 
enhance ease of access to the Fitness Center 
entrance.

The parking lot and paving upgrades are slated 
to begin this summer immediately following the 
end of summer school and will be ready for the 
opening of the 2021-22 school year.

ADA accessible entrance to the Fitness Center.

Fitness Center Public Sign-up
Are you looking for a convenient and 

economical place to exercise?
Consider using the School District of 

Manawa Fitness Center located at 515 
E. Fourth Street on the west side of the 
middle/high school. Conveniently park 
and enter the fitness center by using the 
west parking lot entrance at Door H5.

If you are interested in joining the Fitness 
center, please go to the Fitness Center 
webpage at www.manawaschools.org/
community/fitness-center.cfm or contact 

Mrs. Flynn in the district office at 920-
596-2525 for more information.

Each person requesting to use the 
fitness center must complete and submit a 
School District of Manawa Fitness Center 
User Agreement and a signed copy of the 
SDM Fitness Center rules to the district 
office located at 800 Beech St., Manawa.

Use of the fitness center is free for 
SDM staff, Manawa Police Department 
officers, Manawa Rural Fire Department 
firefighters, and first responders.

ADA accessible elevator.

Counselor Corner
Parent Involvement

BY JANINE CONNOLLY
MMS/LWHS COUNSELOR

As a parent, helping to navigate your student’s future can 
be exciting and scary at the same time.

Many questions arise, from deciding which courses 
to take in high school to preparing for post-high school 
planning to helping your student turn their interests into 
a career.

Parents are an integral part in their student’s future 
academic and career planning process throughout middle 
school and high school.
Upcoming important events include:

• Parents of current eighth-graders and juniors will 
receive letters about scheduling an Academic and Career 
Planning Conference with the school counselor this spring. 

• Junior parents will have a Post-College Planning Night 
virtually at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 24. The junior 
parent night will be virtual and a recording will be available 
on the school website.

• Parents of current freshmen and sophomores are 
encouraged to attend a What’s Next Parent Night at 6:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, April 28.

• Parents of current eighth-graders are encouraged to 
attend a High School Planning Night at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 12.

• Parents of incoming sixth-graders are invited to a 
Welcome to Middle School Parent Night at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 19. Pending approval by the Waupaca 
County Department of Health Services, the parent 
meetings will either be virtual or in-person at the Middle 
School/High School Library.

Ms. Connolly is  looking forward to increasing parents’ 
roles in their student’s future planning.

Come learn how you can help your student get ready 
for their bright future. Feel the support as you and other 
parents join together on this exciting adventure with the 
assistance of Counselor Connolly and Principal Wolfgram.

Northeast ADA accessible entrance. 
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How to Help  
Your Child Prepare 

For the State 
Assessments

Wrestlers Stand Out at State
Bryan GriffinAndrew Elmhorst Kevin KlemmColten Klemm

BY BRAD JOHNSON
WRESTLING COACH

Four Manawa wrestlers headed to Wausau East High 
School Feb. 13 for the WIAA Division 3 Individual 
Wrestling State Tournament.

Kevin Klemm took third in the 113-pound weight class. 
Kevin’s lone loss – 10-8 – came in the first round. Kevin 
wrestled well all year and has been a consistent staple in the 
program. His last match recorded his 100th career win.

Colten Klemm took second in the 120-pound weight 
class. Colten had a buzz saw of a bracket with numerous 

state place winners returning. His aggressive and relentless 
approach led him to our first state finalist in 13 years. He 
joined the 100-win club as a junior and has been pivotal in 
the growth and success of our program.

Bryan Griffin competed in the 138-pound weight class. 
He did not place, but competed well all year. Bryan joined 
the 100-win club during this season as well. Bryan has been 
a huge part of this program’s rise in the past four years.

Andrew Elmhorst placed fifth at the 285-pound weight 
class. Andrew’s career was the stuff you read in a book. He 
started wrestling four years ago and now he is considered 

one of the best wrestlers in the state. Andrew has been an 
example of the growth this program has taken in the past 
four years.

Coach Johnson and his coaching staff would like to thank 
the team and especially this senior class, including Peyton 
Schuelke and Colin Moser. The team was dedicated to the 
LWHS wrestling program and the stellar results that follow 
demonstrate that level of excellence: 520 individual wins, 33 
dual meet wins, one regional team championship, one team 
sectional runner-up, a top-10 finish in the state as a team, 
four conference champions, eight state qualifier appearances 
and four state podium finishes.

Summer 
Adventure 2021

BY JACQUELYN SERNAU
READING SPECIALIST/SUMMER SCHOOL COORDINATOR

While it is hard to look outside at the snow and believe that soon 
temperatures will be warmer and the grass will be green, it is coming sooner 
than we expect! That being said, the SDM is looking forward to a brand 
new summer of adventures with our Summer Adventure Programming.  
Summer School will run from June 7 to June 25 from 8:00-12:00. There 
are class opportunities for grades 4K-8 held at Manawa Elementary School. 
Little Wolf High School will host classes for students in grades 9 to 12.

There are many new offerings this summer at all levels from creative 
writing to guitar lessons to book clubs. Plus, high school students can take 
courses for up to a ½ credit to free up opportunities in their regular school 
schedule.  

Please stay tuned for more details on the SDM Summer School webpage 
at: https://www.manawaschools.org/programs/summer-school.cfm

Look for our new online registration at the beginning of April.  All 
students are encouraged to attend. Youth visiting the SDM for the summer 
are also welcome to participate in summer school. 

Whether you love sports, want to earn a ½ high school credit, take 
classroom driver education, explore the great outdoors, join a book club 
reading, or make some new crafts, there is something for everyone this 
summer.  We can’t wait to see our students soak in the sun and fun with 
Summer Adventure 2021. 

BY DANIELLE BRAUER
MES PRINCIPAL/DIRECTOR  

OF SPECIAL EDUCATION

General Preparation
•  When possible, it is beneficial to establish a 

daily routine for meals, homework, chores, 
bedtime and family time.

•  Provide your child with a designated study 
area at home.

•  Encourage your child to practice good 
study habits and set aside time every day for 
homework.

•  Ensure your child gets a good night’s sleep 
and a nutritious breakfast before taking a test.

•  Offer praise and encouragement for 
achievement and improvement.

•  Share your enthusiasm and interest in reading, 
mathematics, and science with your child.

•  Remind your child to think positively. 
Being in the right mindset can make all the 
difference. Encourage your child to think 
positively when heading into an exam.

•  Get into a morning routine that ensures your 
child arrives at school on time every day.

English Language Arts Test 
Preparation
•  Read to your child and encourage him or her 

to read to you.
•  Have your child try crossword puzzles.
•  Encourage your child to read the newspaper, 

magazines, and recreational books; and to 
discuss what they have read.

•  Play games that involve spelling and 
vocabulary (Scrabble, Apples to Apples, 
Boggle, Balderdash, etc.).

•  Discuss the events and stories you read about. 

Mathematics Test Preparation
•  Play games that involve numbers and/or 

computation.
•  Encourage your child to make connections 

between their everyday lives and what they 
are learning about in math class.

•  Encourage the use of math every day through 
measuring recipes, adding prices at the store, 
creating a budget, explaining graphs and 
charts in the newspaper or magazine articles 
and taking measurements while doing home 
projects or sewing.
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PO Box 7841, Madison, WI 53707-7841  125 South Webster Street, Madison, WI 53703 
(608) 266-3390  (800) 441-4563 toll free  dpi.wi.gov 

More youth suicide prevention resources are available at: http://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/mental-health/youth-suicide-prevention 

Youth Suicide Prevention Resources Are Available 
To get updated information on suicide prevention, intervention, and postvention resources, visit DPI’s website. 
There are downloadable documents on suicide prevention requirements in state law, a fact sheet on youth suicide, 
and a suicide prevention curriculum. It also includes a variety of resources for gatekeeper training for all staff. Other 
resources include strategies on suicide interventions, memorial suggestions, and other topics. 

 Know the Signs 
Suicide doesn’t usually happen out of the 
blue—most often, there are warning signs for 
others to see or hear. Get the FACTs and 
know the signs of suicidal thinking in your 
students, friends, and family members. 

 Suicide Is a Complex Problem 
Multiple factors are involved when someone dies by suicide. 
Oversimplifying the reasons someone takes their own life is 
not helpful. For instance, saying bullying “caused” someone to 
end their life is not accurate. Not all bullying victims kill 
themselves. Research suggests many factors contribute to 
suicide. These include biological factors, precipitating factors, 
and triggering events. Examples of biological factors include 
mental illness or losing a family member to suicide. 
Precipitating factors include poor grades, attending an unsafe 
school, victimization, or family rejection. Crisis/triggering 
events include experiencing a major loss, humiliation, or 
bullying, and having access to lethal means. Suicide is a 
complex problem that is often misunderstood when 
oversimplified. 

From: American Association of Suicidology (AAS) webinar January 2011. 

Identifying the factors for disproportionate youth 
suicide risk is vital to prevention. 
 Mental health issues: the most common mental illness 

leading to suicide is depression. It is also the most treatable! 
 LGBTQ youth: the 2019 YRBS data showed LGBTQ youth 

were almost 3.5 times more likely to have thought about 
suicide, planned how to end their life, or attempted suicide 
than their non-LGBTQ peers. 

 AODA issues: Binge drinking is highly correlated with 
suicide attempts. Ninety percent of people who died by 
suicide had some form of mental illness or an alcohol or 
other drug abuse problem. 

Reducing access to lethal means can be very worthwhile. 
(see www.meansmatter.com) 
 Limiting access to the means for suicide provides the most 

significant reduction in suicide rates. Most often, youth who 
attempt suicide use a gun or drugs kept in the home. 

 Do not allow youth to have unsupervised access to firearms 
and certain medications. Encouraging safe and secure 
storage of all lethal means is a critical prevention strategy.

 When youth are facing what they believe is a crisis and exhibit warning signs of suicide, 
be sure they are not left alone or sent home without supervision.

 

Feelings 

 Hopelessness  
 Rage, uncontrolled anger, 

seeking revenge  
 Feeling trapped—like there’s no 

way out 
 Having no sense of purpose in 

life 

Actions 

 Acting reckless or engaging in 
risky activities 

 Withdrawing from friends, 
family, society, and typical 
activities 

 Increased use of alcohol or 
drugs 

 Giving away prized possessions 

Changes 

 Decline in quality of schoolwork 
 Dramatic mood changes  
 Anxiety, agitation, change of 

eating/sleeping habits 

Threats 

 Threatening/talking about 
hurting self 

From American Association of Suicidology 
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What can you do if you are concerned about a student?  
Teachers and other school staff are well-positioned to observe student 
behavior and to ACT if there is a suspicion that a student may consider 
self-harm. Suicide is a permanent solution to a temporary problem, but 
for kids, their problems can seem endless at this stage. If we get them 
through the crisis, there is a 90 percent chance that they will never 
attempt suicide. ACT stands for Acknowledge, Care, and Tell. 

Acknowledge feelings rather than minimizing them. 
Telling a student to “get over it” or “move on” is not a 
realistic outcome when dealing with a person with 
depression. 
 “I’m sorry to hear about this. It sounds really hard.” 

Show Care and Concern for the student by taking the 
next step. 
 “I’m worried about you. I don’t want anything bad to 

happen to you or for you to be hurt.” 

Tell a member of your crisis team. They know how to 
work with students who have concerns like these. 
 “Let’s go talk with someone in the counseling office.”  

These steps (Acknowledge-Care-Tell) are central 
components of the “Signs of Suicide” program (SOS), an evidence-based 
schoolwide intervention program. SOS kits for middle school and high 
school are available through your local CESA. The law mandates schools 
to educate students on suicide prevention; see the laws handout on the 
DPI website for further details on the curriculum. 

Common Concerns 
What if I make a mistake? Can I be sued? 
State law insulates all public and private school district employees and 
volunteers from civil liability for their acts and omissions when trying to 
intervene in a student’s possible suicide. Lawmakers found it so 
important that adults take action when a student is suicidal that they 
protected those adults from any civil liability for their intervention 
efforts. 

Does asking about suicide cause a student to attempt it? No. 
This issue has been thoroughly studied. By asking a student about 
suicidal intent, you are offering to help them. Please do your best to 
reach out to students. 

Seeing Urgent Warning Signs? 
Here’s What to Avoid 

All children and adolescents can 
experience moodiness and will take time 
to ask life’s big questions. Since they lack 
the perspective of time, they can become 
overwhelmed. The best roles for teachers 
are to support students, and if you see the 
suicide warning signs, use ACT. Some of 
the statements below might make perfect 
sense for students who aren’t suicidal, but 
when kids are in crisis, these things can 
make it worse. 

Here are some actions and words to avoid 
when you see the urgent warning signs: 

Don’t Shame  

• “You’ve got to get over this. It’s not a big 
deal.”  

• “Why are you so worried? Move on!”  
• “You’re too sensitive. Grow up!”  

Don’t Delay 

• When you see urgent warning signs, 
get help right away, don’t wait. 

Don’t Blame 

• “If you wanted a better grade, you would 
have worked harder.”  

• “You’ve got no one to blame but yourself.”  
• “Maybe you should change your attitude 

if you want friends.” 

Don’t Give Up  

• Suicide is NOT a destiny—when people 
make it through the suicidal crisis, they 
usually go on to live healthy, 
productive lives! 

Don’t Do It Alone 

• Consult other pupil services staff or 
administration to help. 

 

HOPELINE – text “HOPELINE” to 741741 or visit 
www.centerforsuicideawareness.org 

WI Safe and Healthy Schools Training Center 
www.wishschools.org  

Prevent Suicide Wisconsin 
www.preventsuicidewi.org 

Suicide Prevention Resource Center 
www.sprc.org 

American Association of Suicidology 
www.suicidology.org 

 

 

Important Resources 

 

2021 R
E

Q
U

IR
E

D
 N

O
T

IC
E

 O
F Y

O
U

T
H

 S
U

IC
ID

E
 P

R
E

V
E

N
T

IO
N

 R
E

S
O

U
R

C
E

S



Page 6  •  March 18, 2021  •  WOLF PACK EXPRESS

GO WOLVES! GO WOLVES! GO WOLVES! GO WOLVES! GO WOLVES! GO WOLVES! GO WOLVES! GO WOLVES!

6

BY AUSTIN ROHAN
INSTRUMENTAL DIRECTOR

March 1 celebrates the first day of a 
month-long celebration called Music in 
our Schools Month.

It is normally the music department’s 
busiest time of the year with District Solo 
and Ensemble at one of the neighboring 
CWC schools and concerts of our own. 
This year will be no less busy, but you will 
notice a difference in how our student-
musicians share their talents with you. 

The Little Wolf High School and 
Manawa Middle School bands have been 
working diligently to prepare for our 
concert series on Sunday, March 21. This 
concert will be a series of limited ticketed 
events, but will also be live-streamed via 
the School District of Manawa’s YouTube 
page.
The concert schedule for March 21 is:
• Grade 6 band concert, 2:00 p.m.
•  Grades 7-8 combined band concert, 

3:00 p.m.
•  Little Wolf High School ensemble.  

4:00 p.m. 
If you missed the 2020 holiday concert 

series, those too can be found on the SDM 
YouTube page. 

Along with preparations for the 
upcoming concert, high schools students 

are preparing for the first round of Solo 
and Ensemble for 2021. This year, 
students will perform on the beautifully 
renovated stage at LWHS and submitting 
their video and audio clip to the contest 
virtually.

From there, adjudicators from all 
over the state will see and review their 
submissions in hopes of moving on to the 
state level.

WOLF News Report

Manawa Celebrates National FFA Week
The Manawa FFA has been recognized as an elite chapter 

in Wisconsin for its program of activities which focuses on 
growing leaders, building communities, and strengthening 
agriculture.

FFA members set a positive example with their leadership, 
work ethic, and community service activities.

The officer leadership team includes Emma Riske, Kayla 
Loughrin, Kyle Kons, Emily Loughrin, Kaitlyn Miller, 
Amber Fietzer, Mikenna Wegener, Maleah Pirk, Andrew 
Elmhorst, Jaden Jaeger, Blake Millard, Grace Johnson, 
Sawyer Strebe, Alivia Trinrud, and Andrew Wentworth.

During National FFA Week, members focused on service 
to others. Activities completed during the week included 
dress-up days, collection drives, high school milk, cookie 
treat,  teacher appreciation cheese curds, an online visit from 
the Wisconsin FFA officers, and other socially distanced 
events.

A vital component of the FFA is the emphasis on service 
learning. Manawa FFA members participate in a wide 
array of service activities, including our community’s 
Veteran’s Day program, community beautification, food 
pantry projects, Think Pink cancer awareness projects, and 

agricultural literacy.
FFA gives many young people an important push to 

consider their futures, like what kind of people, citizens 
and professionals they intend to be. The impact can be 
different for each student, but the core mission remains 
the same. The Manawa FFA strives to grow leaders, build 
communities, and strengthen agriculture.

For more information about the Manawa FFA or 
Manawa FFA Alumni, contact Sandy Piechowski Cordes at 
Little Wolf High School at scordes@manawaschools.org or 
call the school office at 920-596-5800.

Music in Our Schools Month

Did you know that one of the best ways 
to strengthen your heart is by laughing?

Did you know that Jackie Robinson was 
a U.S. Army second lieutenant?

These were just two of the many facts 
reported during February’s WOLF News. 

Black History Month and Heart Health 
Month both land in February. This year, 
students and staff at Manawa Elementary 
School had an opportunity to learn more 
about these observances through the 
WOLF News Report. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday in February, a WOLF News 
video, led by news anchor and fifth-grader 
Zoe Krueger, was sent to each elementary 
class to view. The daily news contained two 
segments each day, one for Heart Health 
Month and a special series about different 
Black History Heroes.

Addisyn Niemuth, WOLF News heart 
health special correspondent and another 
fifth-grader shared a fun fact about the 
heart during her portion of the news. For 
the Black History Heroes special series, the 
rest of the fifth-graders were divided up 
into small groups to present information 
on influential Black Americans. Within 
these segments, students learned about 
Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, and 

Maya Angelou, among other important 
Black Americans. 

More information was shared through a 
Black History Heroes bulletin board and 
a How to Promote Heart Health display 
near the commons area of the elementary 
school.

The fifth-grade students really enjoyed 
getting to be news reporters for the month 
and the younger students learned a lot 
through the regular news reports.

Zoe Krueger, Owen Felts, Grace 
Duranceau, Addisyn Niemuth, Kiarra 
Georgeson, Kholer Schactschneider, and 
Olivia Balthazoar learned about Black 
History Heroes at Manawa Elementary 
School.

Emma Riske works on the 
Hoard’s Dairyman Cow 
Beauty Contest.

Grace Johnson and Jaden Jaeger 
hand out cookies and milk.

Isabella Ferg, Jolie Jaeger, and Hailee Fenske 
dressed up for FFA Week Flannel and Carhartt 
Day.

Peyton Schuelke and Bryan 
Griffin (bottom) and Andrew 
Elmhorst, Josie Nichols, Jaden 
Jaeger, and Maleah Pirk (top) 
dressed up for FFA Week 
Flannel and Carhartt Day at 
Little Wolf High School.

Instrumental director Austin Rohan and 
his Manawa Middle School and Little 
Wolf High School students are preparing 
for upcoming concerts scheduled for 
Sunday, March 21.

Kaitlyn Miller is pictured 
with some teacher 
appreciation cheese 
curds.
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Thinking of SELLING?
Please contact me to learn how this

strong market affects you!

Local - Trusted - Experienced
Proud Supporter of Manawa Wolves

920-841-2720

Cindy Jaeckle
Broker Associate

5259

cindy.fwr@gmail.com
FayeWilsonRealty.com

Forward Exams
BY DANIELLE BRAUER

MES PRINCIPAL

State and federally mandated tests are just around the 
corner.

This is a chance for your child and our school to put our 
best foot forward. While COVID-19 has made it a bit more 
challenging for districts to test students, everyone is getting 
their plans in place.

Students in grades 3-11 will take the state-mandated 
Forward Exam this spring. The testing window is from 
March 22 to May 14. MES staff are working to schedule 
testing for our students. Watch for details about when your 
child will be taking these important tests.

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction has 
made a few changes to testing for this year only. Some 
test questions will be removed in order to shorten student 
testing times by a minimum of 70 to 80 minutes.

Regular school attendance in the days leading up to 
testing is very important. Daily instruction includes topics 
on which students will be tested. Teachers also work with 
students on strategies to help them do their very best on 
the testing. (Please also see the tips for preparing for state 
assessments.)

You can help support your children during testing by 
ensuring they:

• Eat breakfast before coming to school.
• Get a good night’s rest before testing days.
• Arrive at school on time. 
• Avoid scheduling appointments during the testing 

window that would take your child away from school.
The state-mandated tests along with school attendance 

are two ways that Wisconsin measures the success of 
your child’s school and district. If you have any questions 
about the state-mandated testing or your child’s academic 
performance or attendance, please contact Principal Brauer. 
Thank you for helping your child put his/her best foot 
forward!Check Out What’s Happening At The Public Library

BY ELLEN CONNOR

Sturm Memorial Library is celebrating the return 
of warmer weather and more and more people getting 
vaccinated for COVID-19.

It’s great to see virus numbers going down and to hear 
the excitement in patrons’ voices as they tell us their 
vaccination stories. The library is inviting people inside, 
but capacity limits and safety practices are still in place.

Youth ages 11 and up can come inside by themselves 
and visits can last up 30 minutes or one hour if you’re 
using one of the library’s public computers. Families can 
visit the library together, but capacity limits are in place to 
accommodate physical distancing. We continue to serve 
people curbside, too, if that’s what they prefer.

Here are some of the fun things going on at the library:
• Bimonthly Take & Make kits are available for all ages. 

We have some fun kits planned coming up, so be sure to 
ask for one when you come to the library or schedule a 
curbside visit.

• The library now has two laptops that can be checked 
out for two-week periods. This was made possible by a 
grant from the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
with assistance from the Friends of the Appleton Public 

Library and the Outagamie Waupaca Library System 
(OWLS).

• Zoom preschool StoryTime occurs on Wednesdays at 
9 a.m. Call the library to arrange for a StoryTime kit pick-
up that includes meeting and access codes. 

• The adult reading program, Biblio Bingo, runs 
through March 27 and it’s not too late to sign up. This is 
open to people ages 16 and up.

• The Manawa community writing project is a 
composer’s and illustrator’s dream. We are calling this 
fun activity “The Pages of Manawa, Wisconsin.” There 
are 10 themed notebooks that people can check out and 
contribute to by writing a story or drawing pictures. Some 
of the themes include “Survival Stories,” “Our Covid 
Year,” “Pets,” “Dreams” and “Gratitude.” The hope is that 
we will have a snapshot of experiences during this unique 
time in history that people will be able to read for years 
to come. All ages are invited to contribute to this project. 

For more information on any of the programs or 
services the library is offering, call 920-596-2252, visit 
www.manawalibrary.org or find us on Facebook under 
Sturm Memorial Library.

• Ellen Connor is the director of the Sturm Memorial 
Library in Manawa.

Choral Music and Theater
BY CARRIE T. GRUMAN-TRINKNER

VOCAL MUSIC DIRECTOR

A new wind is blowing through the music department 
at Little Wolf High School and Manawa Middle School 
with the introduction of new choral and theater director 
Carrie Gruman-Trinkner.

Ms. Gruman (as she prefers to be called) brings three 
decades of experience in both professional and educational 
music and theater and recently moved back to her home 
state from New York City.

The students have been working hard in a difficult 
environment: some in class every other day, some at 
home in a synchronous environment, and others working 
independently.

Still, the students put together a visually and vocally 
lovely holiday concert. The HS choir had a live concert 
with a limited audience, bringing some normalcy back to 
music. The MS choirs performed a video concert which 
was uploaded to the school website. With the school 
returning to face-to-face education, the choir is finally 
singing together – although distanced – and the director 
sees incredible growth in their choral singing.

Students are currently at work preparing for the WSMA 
Solo and Ensemble Virtual Festival, with each student 
learning a solo. In addition, the HS students are working 
on two numbers for a mixed show choir entry with 
“Singing in the Rain” and “Georgia on My Mind.” The 
choirs will perform a spring concert later in the year.

Another fresh wind blowing through the department 
is the newly cast musical theater production of “Narnia: 
The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe.” Students from 
grades 6-12 are involved in the production (with separate 
cohorts to mitigate risk of COVID-19 exposure).

The musical will be presented in-person to a limited 

audience, and streamed on the school website on April 
23, 24, and 25. The show builds on last year’s inaugural 
production of “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown” and 
has a cast and crew of over 30 students. 

The students are already hard at work building sets 
and props, sorting costumes, and rehearsing lines, and 
songs. The rehearsal process began with a virtual pep 
talk from stage and screen actor Travis Mitchell, a native 
of Wisconsin and graduate of UW-Stevens Point whose 
work you may have seen in film and on television (such as 
“Law and Order: SVU”) as well on Broadway tours at the 
Fox Cities PAC.

Mitchell encouraged the students to take risks and 
find joy in the process of building a show together with 
their castmates/crew. Many students have voiced their 
excitement about presenting the timeless story of good 
triumphing over evil.

Manawa Little Wolf High School choir officers are Emily 
Rausch, Grace Tohm, Gavin Linjer, and Abby Peters.
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The School District of Manawa does 
not discriminate against individuals on 
the basis of sex, race, religion, national 
origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital 
or parental status, sexual orientation, 
or physical, mental, emotional, or 
learning disability.  Federal law prohibits 
discrimination in education and employment 
on the basis of age, race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, or disability.

The SCHOOL DISTRICT OF MANAWA is the place 
where STUDENTS choose to EXCEL academically 

and realize their STRENGTHS.

Mission Statement:
The School District of Manawa is the place 

where students choose to excel
academically and realize their strengths.

School District of 
Manawa Information
District Office
Phone:  920-596-2525
800 Beech Street
District Administrator:  Dr. Melanie J. Oppor
Business Manager: Carmen O’Brien
Special Ed. Director: Danielle Brauer
Technology Director:  Bryant Cobarrubias
District Reading Specialist: Jacquelyn Sernau

Little Wolf High School
Grades 9-12
Manawa Middle School
Grades 6-8
Phone:  920-596-2524 
515 E. 4th Street
Principal:  Daniel Wolfgram

Manawa Elementary School
Grades 4K – 5
Phone:  920-596-2238
800 Beech Street
Principal: Danielle Brauer

Paving the Way
Phone:  920-596-2526
407 S. Bridge St.
Director:  Danielle Brauer

Manawa Board of Education
President: ...............Joanne Johnson
Vice President ........Russ Johnson
Clerk ......................Bobbi Jo Pethke
Treasurer ................Bruce Scheller
Director .................Russell Hollman
Director ................. Stan Forbes
Director ................. Lucas Seeger

Board Meetings:
Regular Board Meetings are held on the  
third Monday of each month  
(except April – 4th Monday) in the Board 
Room located at the Manawa Elementary 
School at 7:00 pm.  Any additional meetings 
are duly posted on the district’s website, in 
the City Hall and at Sturm Memorial Library.  
For additional information please contact the 
District Office at 920-596-2525.

Vision Statement:  
The School District of Manawa engages 
students to reach their full potential in a 
changing global society through highly 

effective instruction and leadership.

The Board of Education and Administrative 
Team would like to thank all the individuals, 
groups, and businesses that so generously 
contribute to the District. Your gifts of 
money, time, materials, and talents support 
and enhance programs for all our students 
and staff!

STEP VOLUNTEERS:
 Senior citizens can save on their property taxes by 
volunteering in the schools through the Senior Tax 

Exchange Program.  Contact Ruth Lord, Director at 920-
596-5673 for more information.

WAYS YOU CAN HELP MANAWA SCHOOLS
Boxtops Needed – Clip the Boxtops for Education logo on 
many household products and drop-off at any school office. 
some of the many products with the logo are:  Betty Crocker, 
Pillsbury, General Mills, Ziploc, Hefty, Kleenex and Huggies.

Term 2 Honor Roll

MES Reading its Way Across America
BY JENNIFER KRUEGER
LIBRARY/MEDIA SPECIALIST

This year, Manawa Elementary School is 
celebrating Read Across America for the entire 
month of March.

Our theme this year is “Read your way across the 
USA.” We are challenging each and every student 
to read at home each night – Monday through 
Friday – during the month. Each page read equals 
one mile.

Classroom teachers will tally the total pages read 
each morning during morning meeting and report 
that total to the library.  A bulletin board has been 
put up in the commons and will have cars for each 
classroom showing their progress as they travel 
across the USA exploring new places along the way.

The challenge is on. Can each class make it the 
15,182 miles across the USA?

Yes, we can!

LITTLE WOLF HIGH SCHOOL

HIGH HONOR

Seniors: Andrew Elmhorst, Bryan J. Griffin, Kayla 
M. Loughrin, Kaitlyn E. Miller, Colin M. Moser, 
Reese L. Poppy, Kortlyn A. Schachtschneider, 
Samantha A. Scheuermann, Ethan D. Tellock.

Juniors: Amber A. Fietzer, Rylee J. Kettleson, 
Kennedy L. Rosin.

Sophomores: Justin J. Buschke, Theodore D. 
Emmert, Alexis M. Hedtke, Emily S. Loughrin, 
Morgan Rosenau.

Freshmen: Jolie Jaeger, Brennan K. Kettleson, 
Marilyn J. Klatt, Alexi E. Klotzbuecher, Jack P. 
O’Brien, Mya M. Stephens, Maggie E. Tohm.

HONOR

Seniors: Kylee G. Bernhardt, Stephanie R. Besaw, 
Brystal B. Beyer, Ashley Buch, Katie J. Buschke, 
Ireland A. Griffin, Megan A. Griffin, Grace 
Johnson, Kyle P. Kons, Kai K. Kreklow, Riley K. 
Krenke, Madeline E. Meyer, Blake P. Millard, 
Josie S. Nichols, Kathleen B. Phelan, Abigail M. 
Riske, Aubrie N. Seeger, Sawyer W. Strebe, Deion 
J. Stroud, Andria T. Weber, Mason T. Wiesner, 
Brooklyn Zielke.

Juniors: Grant I. Bristol, Hailee A. Fenske, 
Alaina J. Gast, Jaden L. Jaeger, McKenna M. 
Kriesel, Sawyer J. Lew, Alex M. Meidl, Reanne 
J. Mikkelson, Maleah M. Pirk, Alexandra P. 

Scheuermann, Grace O. Tohm, Jessica T. Velie, 
Mikenna J. Wegener, Angelo E. Wiesner.

Sophomores: Bailey R. Amador, Noah A. Bortle, 
Ella A. Buchholz, Angelina N. Depaoli, Xochitl Y. 
Grimm, Keither J. Jepson, Tishnya K. Johnson, 
Gavin R. Lettau, Xyrus R. Lonewolf, Emma I. 
Riske, Alivia A. Trinrud, Madalyn D. Wepner, 
Margaret S. Westphal, Lisa E. Yoder, Adam G. 
Zielke.

Freshmen: Emily R. Buch, Dalton J. Craig, Evy 
M. Drozd, Erin M. Mehlberg, Olivia E. Ogle, Kiara 
L. Schlueter, Julia J. Seeger, Spencer T. Strebe, 
Dakota Stroud, Christiana E. Suehs, Lauren A. 
Wegener, Brady L. Zemple.

HONORABLE MENTION

Seniors: Gibson H. Bailey, Joshua L. Durbin, 
Nicholas J. Gorman, Colten J. Klemm, Aspen N. 
Linjer, Alyssa L. Noie, Peyton P. Schuelke, James 
J. Seeger, Kassidy R. Timm.

Juniors: Kadence N. Andersen, Sheldon L. Cravy, 
Rudy J. Drozd, Makenzie Jo M. Krueger, Zachary 
C. Schertz.

Sophomores: Caitlin A. Fuhs, Bradon K. Jossie, 
Kelsey J. Rosin, Hunter  B. Schlueter, Jacob A. 
Timm.

Freshmen: Elizabeth I. Bessette, Isabella R. Ferg, 
Ricky J. Pingel, Hannah M. Raffin, Kaycee L. 
Schaefer.

Website Accessibility
https://www.manawaschools.org/district/website-accessibility.cfm

MANAWA MIDDLE SCHOOL

HIGH HONOR

Grade 8: Leah A. Bortle, Lily A. Krenke, Alecia M. Weber.

Grade 6: Adalynn V. Bortle, Zoe L. Ziemer.

HONOR

Grade 8: Calleigh S. Beyer, Mackenzie Boissonnault, 
Conner D. Fuhs, Mckenna J. Grimm, Taryn L. Hoyord, 
Isabel R. Kriesel, Brooke J. Krueger, Kaylee S. Krueger, 
Natallie E. Mayberry, Katherine M. Ogle, Patrick E. Paque, 
Amollia K. Riske, Briley E. Rosin, Kianna Schuelke, Ellie E. 
Stroesenreuther, Braison J. Zielke.

Grade 7: Kale R. Fenske, Xeon R. Lonewolf, Anya L. Zemple.

Grade 6: Cheyenne R. Griffin, Lilian M. Klatt, Piper M. 
O’Brien, Olivia C. Zielke, Logan S. Zirbel.

HONORABLE MENTION

Grade 8: Breanna L. Bonikowske, Tiffanie M. Depaoli, Brice 
W. Fahser, Brady  A. Jaeckle, Kaiden Lew, Adrianna L. 
Trinrud.

Grade 7: Jayden D. Bessette, Cashtyn J. Botting, Sophia 
M. Bratt, Alexis V. Ferg, Ava L. Flanagan, Ella A. Kirchman, 
Hannah J. Meyer, Sophie M. Nachtrab, Grace J. Pingel, 
Bella G. Raffin.

Grade 6: Taelyn A. Bonikowske, Jack E. Jaeckle, Jacob 
K. Kravetz, Katelyn D. Krueger, Dixie M. Moericke, Andie 
L. Pankow, Antonio Patino, Reed B. Schlueter, Alayna R. 
Seeger, Emilia V. Sitter, Oden D. Stroesenreuther, Ashland 
H. Suehs.


