2018 School Tax Bill
The Manawa Board of Education approved a budget that included a tax levy on October 29. The
levy was then distributed throughout the 10 municipalities with a school tax rate of $9.14 per
$1,000 of property value; the same school tax rate for the last three years.
Tax bills began arriving around December 7, 2018. After distribution, the School District of
Manawa (SDM) noted significant differences within the municipalities from the impact of the
2018 taxes approved by the Board. This is due to the devaluation of the TreeHouse Foods
Manawa properties.
The TreeHouse Foods, Inc. property value was reduced by $11 million by a state approved
mediation agreement reached between the company and the City of Manawa in 2017. Due to the
decision date, the State of Wisconsin Department of Revenue (DOR) was unable to change the
city property values in 2017. Therefore, in 2018, the city values were reduced by $22 million,
double the agreed upon decrease to account for both years.
The impact of the mediation and DOR decisions has had a ripple-effect and impacted most SDM
taxpayers. For example, last year, the total tax bill for property owners in the City of Manawa
increased significantly. This year, the increase was felt by the townships. A taxpayer in Little
Wolf may see as much as a 13% increase in school taxes, in Royalton a 9.8% increase, while a
city taxpayer may see close to a 25% reduction in the school district portion of their taxes.
The school district levy is apportioned to each municipality by the DOR depending on the total
property values. When there are significant changes to those values, it impacts all municipalities
even though the school tax rate has remained unchanged.
Unfortunately, this rollercoaster ride is not over. In 2019, city taxpayers will likely have their
property taxes increase while taxpayers in the townships and village will likely see the SDM
portion of their taxes decrease.
The Manawa Board of Education wishes to hold the line on the total levy, which they have, but
the other factors noted distributed the levy in a way that has caused frustration. Please note, this
is NOT due to the referenda that was passed by voters in November 2018. Effects of the
referenda will not be realized until the 2019 tax payment.
We are sorry for the frustration some property taxpayers have but the Board would not have been
able to control what happened. Please contact Carmen O’Brien, Business Manager for the
School District of Manawa if you have more questions.
(The table below shows the property values and school district levy information for the past three
years)

